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REHOBOTH BEACH -- Vice President Joe Biden asked 150 Delaware teachers Friday
evening for help in transforming the nation's public education system.

"I genuinely need your help to make this work because, folks, look at it this way.
We've been given all the ammunition. If we shoot and miss, if we squander the
opportunity, tell me how long you think it's going to take for another American
president to go and ask for more dollars to correct the education system," Biden said
to the Delaware State Education Assodation members at the Atlantic Sands Hotel &
Conference Center in Rehoboth Beach.

Citing about $105 billion that is coming to the U.S. Department of Education from
the federal stimulus package, Biden said teachers will finally have the means to
improve education.

"You've got a president and vice president absolutely committed to having all the
tools you need to finally get it right in American public education," Biden said at the
DSEA's annual winter retreat.

Delaware will receive about $211 million in additional education funding from the
federal stimulus package, which will prevent teacher layoffs, larger class sizes and
eliminated programs, said Sen. Ted Kaufman, D-Del., the former Biden aide
appointed by former Gov. Ruth Ann Minner to fill Biden's seat. Kaufman also
addressed the group.

Biden thanked the DSEA -- the state's school employee union -- for their campaign
contributions and volunteer work in last fall's election.

"I'm standing here with this [vice president] seal in front of me because of you, and 1
appredate it," he said. "It's good to be home with so many friends."

DSEA President Diane Donohue said Biden, President Barack Obama and Gov. Jack
Markell are the kind of leaders needed to bring about change in Delaware.

"And we need that change now," she said.

Biden said protecting education was a priority for him and Obama because children
are punished when cuts are made to education budgets.






