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FLASHBACK: Abraham Lincoln Wrete Plavbook For
Wisconsin Dems Whao Fled Staie
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170 vears before the Wisconsin Democrats flad Madison to demy
Abmaham Lincoin was fleeing the capitol in Springficld, 1L —viaa window, no lase
same in an attempt to save the State Bank of [linois:

Drecember 5, 18401 On that date, the Democrats proposed an serh)
adjourmment, knowing this would bring a speedy end w the Stale Bank. The Whigs tried
o counter by k-nmg the capitol building before the vote, but the deors were locked.
That's when Lineoln made bis move. He headed for the second story, opened a
window and jumped to the ground!

Lincoln's efforts fuiled, sadly. and *the bank was kilisd.” But as the Wail Street Journa pr|'11 d ou
vesterday, “The tactc of quorum avoidance by simply leaving dates hack at least 1o the days when the
115, Constitution was being debated™

Legislators trisd 1o stymic passage {of the Constiration] in Pennsylvama and
Massachusstts that wey, and some in Pennsylvania had to be dragged out of a tavern
te vote. The Constimution passed




